MDDE 605: Getting Started Checklist

The purpose of this page is to help you get a head start in your course. You are not required to complete any of these activities before the official start date of your course.

All activities listed are related to skills that you will need in your course. Check off each of the activities as you complete them. 
	Get Started Immediately



	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Review the course package you received. Did you receive the texts and materials listed?  If not, please contact Centre for Distance Education (CDE) office at:  mde@athabascau.ca.
 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	When CDE emails the link to you, complete the Moodle Orientation. This Orientation is for those who are taking their first MDE course.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Review the course syllabus. All syllabi are listed here: http://cde.athabascau.ca/syllabi/list.php 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Start reading chapters 1, 2 and 3 from your text by Norlin and Travis (2008).

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	If you wish to use your computer at work for this course, please ask your IT consultant if you can install software (e.g., Elluminate, Flash, Real Player) on your computer and if there are any administrative passwords you need to know to install software.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
Visit the Athabasca University Library help centre and take the tour: http://library.athabascau.ca/help.php    
Practice

You can also test your skills by finding the following article using the Athabasca University online database. (If you scroll down, you’ll find the “Tutorial" which is a great introduction to using the database.)
1. Find the following article using the library journal database:
Howell, S.L., Williams, P.B. & Lindsay, N.K. (2003). Thirty-two trends affecting distance education: An informed foundation for strategic planning. Online Journal of Distance Education Administration, Volume VI, Number III, Fall 2003.

You can further test your skills by finding the following books using the Athabasca University Library catalogue


1. Find the book:

Bates, A. W. (2000). Managing technological change: Strategies for college and university leaders.

2. On the Internet, search for the online book:

Anderson, T. (2008). Theory and practice of online learning. 2nd ed. Athabasca AB.: Athabasca University.


	Early Access to Your Online Course
One week before your course start date you will be given access to your Moodle course.  This will allow you to learn to navigate through the course. Your access, during this week, will be limited to reviewing and navigating the course. Please note that instructors may not be available until the official start date of your course.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Review the log-in information: http://cde.athabascau.ca/logins/ 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Edit your profile in Moodle.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Briefly review all the units in your Moodle course. Click on the links in Unit 1. Review the Study Guide. Start your readings and review the assignments.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Print the detailed course schedule and post it by your computer, highlighting important dates.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Click on the links in the “Activities” box in your course (left hand side of webpage). This will help you orient yourself.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Review the Student Café site, especially the help pages: http://cde.lms.athabascau.ca/course/view.php?id=60 


	Resources

To familiarize yourself with the Centre and to get to know your fellow students, we have a number of tools for you to try. 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Visit http://me2u.athabascau.ca/elgg/
· Set up your profile

· Read some blog postings

· Read the FAQs
· Try starting your own blog


	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Subscribe to the CDE RSS feed at http://cde.athabascau.ca/resources/rss.php


	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Visit the student portal, myAU: http://my.athabascau.ca 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Visit the Graduate Student Association website: http://gsa.athabascau.ca 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Visit the Learning Services Write Site: http://www2.athabascau.ca/services/write-site/
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